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S E R M O Ni 


AcTts X. 40, 41, 42. 


Him | Jeſus] God raiſed up the third 
day, and ſhewed him openly, not to all 
the people , but unto witneſſes choſen 
before of God, even tous, who did eat 
and drink with Him after be roſe from 
the dead. And be commanded us to 
preach unto tbe people,and to teftify,T hat 
it is be who was ordained of God to be 


the Fudge of quick and dead. 


E HESE Words are part of the 


F Bt Cornelius and his Friends ; who by 
7 [” # the Immediate and Special Di- 
PAC rection of God in a Viſion, had 


"at for that Apoſtle to know from him what he- 


ought to do. Ver. 6. Who, in the Firſt place 
ſhews, That by Jeſus Chriſt the Lord of 
peace is to be preached to Mankind, Per. 3 


Which he confirms by a Fourfold ES 


ViR; 


A} 1. By 


— 


Sermon St. Peter Preached to- 


Pr OO nm—_— 
Orr 


2 A Sermon upon the Keſurrefion, 
1. By the Teſtimony of John the Bapriſt, 


whoſe Hiſtory was not unknown to them, 
ver. 37. The word ye . know, which was preached 
throughout all Fudea after the Baptiſm which John 
preached. - "M 

2. By the Miracles and Wondertul Operati- 
ons of the Divine Power, appearing in, and 
wrought by Our Saviour, V. 38. God anointed 
Jeſus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghoſt, and with 
Power ; 'who went about doing good, and healmg all 
that were oppreſſed of the Devil : For God was with 
him. | 

3. By the Reſurretion of Chriſt from the 
Dead. So in the Text : Him God. raiſed 
up, &C. 

4. By the Teſtimony of the Prophets. Yer. 43. 
To him give all the Prophets witneſs, That through 
his name whoſoever believeth m him , ſhall receive 
remiſſion of ſins. 

As to the 3d of theſe ( the Chief Point to 
be conſidered ) the Apoſtle ſhews what Eviden- 
ces there were for ir in thele words ; Him . God 

7 raiſed up, and ſhewed him openly , not to all the | 
people, but unto witneſſes choſen before of God, even 
to us, who did eat and drink with him after he roſe 
from the dead, &c. 


My 'M 


before the LorD-Ma vos, /&c. 


In. diſcourſing upon which Words, I ſhall 

1. Conſider the: proot here alledged for the 
Reſurre&ion of Chriſt ; which was, That he was 
ſhewn openly, and that he was thewn to choſen 
witneſſes : and that choke. Witnelles were com- 
miſſioned to preach this to all people upon the 
Evidence they themſelves had for ir; and ſhould 
be further enabled ro give. 

2. I ſhall confider why Chriſt after his Re- 
ſurre&tion. was ſhewn openiy to ſuch choſen wit- 
neſſes, and why not to all the people. 

3. I ſhall ſhew this robe a ſufficient proof 
of Chriſt's Reſurrection, That he was thus openly 
ſhewn to ſuch Witneſſes, though not to all the , 
people. 

4. I ſhall hew, What Authority this Teſti- 
mony of Chriſt's Reſurre&tion gives to the Do- 
f&rine Taught by thoſe Witneſſes , viz, Thar 
of Chriſt's being ordained of God to be the Judge 
of Quick and Dead. 

1. I ſhall conſider the proof here alleged. 
for the Reſurrection of Chrilt. 

As, 

(1.) That he was ſhewn openly. 

The Relurrection of Chriſt from the Dead, 
is in it ſelf one of the chief Articles of our Reli- 


gion; . and is ſo much,the more neceſlary. tobe 
believed 


"OT 
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believed and confirmed, as it gives Teſtimony to 
"the reſt, and upqn-which as to their Proof and 
Evidence they do miinly depend. So the Apoſtle 
grants. 1'Cor.'t 5. 14. If Chriſt be not riſen, then 
is our preaching vain ; "nl your faith is alſo vain. 
Matth. And therefore as our Saviour himſelf beforchand 
= 35- refer'd his: Diſciples frequently to his Reſurre- 
dat. ; 
20. 18. ion; So in 8 frſt place the Apoſtles in- 
ſiſted upon ir as being what, if proved, would 
$ 3 j 

23,24, Tender the whole unqueſtionable. This Arti- 
322 Cle then required ſufficient proof ; and for this 
A 1526: reaſon God ſhewed him openly , Puter dvr's tuparh 
5-30. quick, he gave _ to be manifeſt, or made 
, it manifeſt that he was the Perſon 
ys gow yr na whom they had known, and had 
ipwrour , I was made known before to be Crucified and 
— Dead. So it follows here, God ſhewed 
him to us , who did eat and drink, with him after he 
roſe from the dead: Or, as it is, Abs 1. 3. 
To whom he ſhewed himſelf alive after his Paſſion, 
by many infallible proofs, being ſeen of them forty 

days. 
"This was abſolutely neceſſary then to the 
proof of his Reſurrection, That he ſhould be 
thus evidently manifeſted to be the very Per- 


ſon that had been Crucified and Slain, and was 
now verily alive ; and thar it ſhould be to fuch 


as 


cy A CCC 
be fore the Loxp-Mavyor, &&c. 5 


as had intimately known him balfep#ind con- 
verſed with him afterwards | TY 
(2.) Bur though heats 
was wunto witneſſes choſen” fe. OT -- 
which Phaſe St. Peter here ſeerfis co point more 
particularly to the Apoſtles, when he adds, 
Even to us that did eat and drink with him after he 
roſe from the dead. And therefore this ſeems to 
have been a peculiar Qualification for an Apo- 
ſtle, that ſuch a one ſhould have ſeen and con- 
verſed with our Saviour both betore his Death 
and afcer his Reſurrection from it. So when 
they were about chuſing one into the place of 
Judas, Peter ſaid, Wherefore of theſe men who have _—_ 
companied with us all the time that the Lord Jeſus "A 
went in. and out among us, beginning at the Baptiſm 
of John unto the ſame day that he was taken up from 
us , muſt one be ordained to be a witneſs with us 0 
his Reſurreftion. \ 
Thus it was appointed by Our Saviour him- 
ſelf : Theſe are the words which I ſpake unto you, x x, 24. 
while I was yet with you --= And thus it behoved 44, 45, 
Chriſt to Juffer , and to riſe from the dead---- And p 47» 
ye are witneſſes of theſe things. 
And accordingly the Apoſtles infift upon this 
their deſignation and choice, Ats. 2. 32. Thi 
Teſus hath God raifed up, whereof we are witneſſes. 
B 


— ———— 
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Matt. 
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ſufficient Evidence to prove this their Commil- 
fion, and the Authority they had to teſtify and 
preach to the people that Chriſt was thus riſen, 
and was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick 
and dead. And this Evidence was the deſcent of 
the Holy Ghoſt upon them : Therefore theſe 
rwo are joined together, As 5. 32. We are all 
witneſſes of theſe things , and ſo is alſo the Holy 
Ghoſt whom God hath given to them that obey him. 
Burt this brings on the Second General, viz. 

2. Why was not Chrift ſhewn after his Re- 
ſurreCtion to all the people as well as unto choſen 
Witneſſes ? 

Our B. Saviour in the time of his Three 
Years Miniſtry went about doing good , v. 38. 
and came (as he faith of himſelf) eating and drink- 
ing, and freely converſed, as there was occaſion ; 
bur though he abode 40 days upon the Earth, 
afrer his Reſurre&tion, he ſeemed then rather to 
retire from Converſation, than to uſe it as be- 
fore ; and his Viſits were rather occaſional than 
continued. 


Now 


before the Loxzd-M aroR, Oc. 


Now it might be thought to have render'd 
his Reſurrection more unqueſtionable , and 
would have been more Ky ſatsfa&tion of 
Mankind , if he had as commonly and pub- 
lickly ſhewn himſelf alive after his Reſurre&ion, 
as before his Death, to all the people. For in 
ſuch a caſe, what a Man ſees himſelf, is better 
than a Thouſand Witneſſes ; and the more 
there are that ſee it, the ſtronger is the Evidence 
to thoſe that have not ſeen. 

Our Apoſtle foreſaw this Obje&tion ; and 
that the Jews ar that time might cavil at what the 
Witneſſes Taught concerning our Saviour's Re- 
ſurre&ion,and would probably ſay; It he were ri- 
ſen, Why did he not appear to us as well as to 
you ? We heard him Teach for Years together 
before his Death : We ſaw him Crucifed, and 
knew that he died : And if he is riſen from the 
Dead , the beſt Proof of it to us, is to have 
him ſhew himſelf to us to be alive, as ye lay he 
did to you. Therefore the Apoſtle prevents 
this, when he ſaith, God ſhewed him openly, not to 
all the people, but unto witneſſes choſen before of God, 
even to us , who did eat and drink with him after be 
roſe from the dead. Where the Apoſtle grants, 
Thar Chriſt was not ſhewn to all the People at- 
ter the Reſurrection ; but withal he infinuates 

B 2 this 
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this to be no prejudice to the proof of it; for- 
aſmuch as he was manifeſted to Witneſles choſen 
| before of God, and that did Eat and Drink with 
* him afterwards. 

In which there are ſeveral things included ; 
As, 

1. That it was not neceſſary that Chriſt 
ſhould be openly ſhewn to all the people, to in- 
duce and oblige them to the belict of his Re- 
{urrection. 

2. Thar if there were ſufficient Teſtimony of 
" it by perſons in all reſpects credible, and as faras 
Teſtimony could go, That was aſufhcient Mo- 
tive for credibility, and a ſufficient Argument to 
oblige thoſe to believe, that did not ſee. Indeed 
there is no other way than Teſtimony to in- 
duce thole to the belief of it, that had not the 
opportunity of Secing, Hearing , Eating and 
Drinking, and Converſing with our Saviour, in 
matters depending upon Teſtimony ; and where 
there cannot be any other Evidence ( as it is in 
Mactters of Fact remote in time or place) all 
that is to be relied on is the reaſonableneſs and 
poſſibility of the thing , and the credibility of 
che Teſtificarots. As to the poſlibility, it may 
with great reaſon be asked , as it is As 26. 8. 
Why ſhould it be thought a thing imcredible, that God 

ſhould 
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ſhould raiſe the dead ? Or that a :Dead Perſon 
ſhould revive. And as to the credibility of the 
Perſons, What can be a greater Evidence, than 
that they ſaw and felt thar he had Fleſh and Luk. 24. 
Bones, beheld his Wounds, Eat and Drank, 32: 
and for 40 days together on and off, converſed 7, z;. 
with him ?- So chat the proots chey had, were in- At. 1.3, 
fallible, and of the greatelt certainty. They had 
ſuch an Evidence as was to themſelves unde- 
niable, and which ſhewed him. to be the (elf- 
ſame perſon that they converled with before his 
Death, and that they ſaw Dead. "Thus Sr. Joby 
repreſents it in a ſenſible way, That which was 
ſeen, from the beginning, which we have heard, ; Jon 
which we have feen with our eyes, which w2 have 1-1,2,3- 
looked upon, and our hands have haudled of the word 
of Life. ( For the Life was manifeſted, and we have 
ſeen it, and bear witneſs, &C.) T hat which we have 
ſeen and heard, declare we unto yau : And the Evi- 
dence they gave to others was as convincing, 
they profelled it boldly in the midſt of the 
molt apparent dangers ; and notwithſtanding 
the threats of a provoked and implacable Ad- 
verſary, were ready to, and did, ſeal it with their 
Blood. And that nothing might be wanting aa..s. 
to give the greateſt corroboration and tre: grh 
ro their Evidence, they did work ſuch Miracles 


as 


ww A-Sermon upon the Reſurrelon, 


as were manifeſtly the effe&t of a Divine Power, 
and which they profeſſed ro work only in the 
name of Chriſt , whom they affirmed to be ri- 
ſen from the Dead. As 3. 16. 4. 10. 

So that if ever there was ſufficient- Evidence 
for a Matter of Fact, this-is the Evidence. And 
where this was, there needed no more. 

But however, becauſe it may till be urged, 
Thar there was a ſhorter wayto this; and there 
needed no Witneſſes, nor Miracles, if he had 
appeared to the People; and therefore why was 
not this allowed to them, ag well as the Apo- 
ftles ? - 

I Anſwer, 

' 1. It was allowed to a ſufficient Number, 
beſides the Apoſtolical Witnefles ; for. beſides 
his firſt Apparition, and the caſual Viſits he 

aveto the Apoſtles, there was a ſolemn Aſſem- 
bly in a Mountain of Galilee, where he appoint- 
ed to meet them : And there, or elſewhere, was 
he ſeen by above Five hundred Brethren at 
once. Nay, we are told, That he was ſeen of 


- , them Forty days, and talked with them of the 


things pextaining to the kingdom of God. 

2. The Chriſtians are called always in the 
Phraſe of this Book of the As, the Bretbren,Belie- 
vers, or Diſciples : But by the People is meant the 


Promiſcuous 


—_— 
— = 2 


Promtiſcuous Mulritude of the Fews : And then we 
are to con{ider what the maſs of thar People 
was; they were the obitinate incredulous People, 
that imputed his Works to Beelzebub, that cried 
out, Crucify him, and wiſhed his Blood to be Mark 
upon them and their Children. They were ſuch 25 23: 
as were no longer to be a People, and whoſe oo ook 
Houſe and Temple, Church and Nation were Matr. | 
ro be laid deſolate: And fo had no Pretence to *7 30. 
fuch a Saviour. 

Bur as for fuch among them as were firicere, \ 
and ingenuous, and could be prevailed with, 
here was Evidence ſufficient; and if upon fuch 
Evidence they could not be prevailed wich to 
believe, nothing would prevail upon them ; 
nor was any other means due to them. 

Thus we find it was with the Jews in another 
Caſe; ſome of whom, that ſaw Lazarus after 
his Reſurrection, went their ways to the Phariſees, 
and told them what things Jeſus had done, John: 
11. 46. 

And the Chief Prieſts, when the Warch gave 
them an account of what happened upon the 
Reſurrection of our Saviour; and'rold chemi, 
how the Angel appeared, and came and rolt'd 
back the Stone ; and that for fear of him chey 
did ſhake, and became as dead Men, yer re- 

mained 
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mained obſtinate ; and by large Money 
prevailed upon the Soldiers to ſay, His diſ- 
ciples came by night and ſtole him away whilſt we 

Mar.28. ſlept. When thereis ſuch a Perverſene(s of Mind, 

21113» they will cavil eternally, and will queſtion their 
own Senles rather than own that which they 
do'not like, and is to be and may be proved 
by that means to them. Thus our Saviour re- 
ſolves the point, Luke 16. 31. If they hear not 
Moſes and the Prophets, neither will they be perſua- 
ded, though one riſe from the dead. ; 

Ir was to little purpoſe to labour to convince 
ſuch ; it wasin our Saviour's Phraſe, to caſt Pearl 
before Swine, to givethem an occaſion of renewing 
their invectives and reproaches. Such as thele 
were not worthy of ſuch favours. So La#antins 
ſaith, He would not ſhew himſelf to the Jews, leſt 

_ | he ſhould brins them to repentance, 
__—_ and heal the picked . . For; 

riam, atque impios reſanart. 23, The nature of the thing 

Dy VIE. 4 would not admit it, that he 

ſhould thus be ſhewn to all the people ; For 

Faith is all along made a neceſſary qualificati- 

on for Salvation. If thou ſhalt confeſs with thy 

mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thine 

heart that God hath raiſed bim from the dead, thou 

ſhalt be Javed, Rom. 10. 9. 

| Bute 


_ TO ——_— 


before the Lozy-Maron, ec. 13 | 


But where had there been any room or occa- 
fion for the Exerciſe of this ſo celebrated a 
Grace, if our Saviour had openly been ſhewn, 
and appeared to all the People after his Reſur- 
rection ? This had been ſuch Evidence as none 
could have gainſaid : And then there would 
have been no Mark nor Character by which the 
Believer and Sincere could have been diſtinguiſh- 
ed from the Unbeliever and Caviller ; nor would 
Faith have been a Virtue worthy of Praiſe or 
Reward, more than the Exerciſe of our Senſes 
is upon their oy and natural Objects. 

Our Saviour ſaid to Thomas, John 20. 25: 
&c. ( Who, when he beheld in his Hands the 
print of the Nails, and thruſt his Hand into his 
Side , acknowledged him and ſaid, My Lord 
and my God) Thomas , becauſe thou haſt ſeen me, 
thou haſt believed ; bleſſed are they that have not 
ſeen, and yet have believed. To believe thar 
Chriſt was riſen when he ſaw him, and pur 
his Finger into the print of the Nails, and thruſt 
his Hand into his wounded Side , was an Evi- 
dence no more to be queſtioned, than whether 
he himſelf was alive and ſenſible. 

And therefore if there was to be ſuch a thing 
as Faith, or a believing where they have not 
(een : It Faith is a Virtue commendable and 

| C . worthy 


EE” bs on 
— 
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worthy of ſuch a Reward as Eternal Life ; 'cis 
fir there ſhould be a way of trial, by which 
the candid and ingenuous, the honeſt and fin- 
cere, may be diſtinguiſhed from the perverſe and 
x Cor. obftinate. And as the Apoſtle ſaith, there mu? 
be Herefies and Sects, that they which are approved 
and ſincere may be made manifeſt : So tis 
fit that there ſhould not be the utmoſt Evidence 
given that can be, or that Cavillers may re- 
quire , for the trial of ſincerity , and whether 
perſons will uſe that attention and diligence in 
inquiring , that candour and ſincerity in en- 
rertaining, as Faith is not to be obtained, nor 
can truly be called Faith withour. And this 
iS a rl why Chrift after his Reſurrection 
was openly ſhewd to choſen Witneſles, and 


. . not to all the People. Thus 
|. Non m wwlpus eduxit [e, | ; | 


fides non mediocri praemio deſtinata, offer himſelf to the view of the 
diffcutare emf are. hy 64 the Wicked J [4 
be delivered from their error: He adds, and that Faith 
which has aſſigned to it no ſmall reward, might meet 
with difficulty. Then it 1s Faith, and Faith is a 
i Pet. Virtue, as it was in thoſe St. Peter ſpeaks of, 
r.8. Whom having not ſeen, ye love : And in whom, 
though now ye ſee him not, yet believing ye rejoice 


with joy unſpeakable and full of glory. 


Bur 


| 
| 


| 
| 


CE 
* 


_ - > 


| beſare 1he Lozn:M AYQ Ry Oc. 


1 


———— 


- Bur yet however, Though Faith in Chriſt, 
and a Belief of his Reſurretion; be thus nece(- 
ſary to all, to thoſe that ſaw him not, as well 
as tothoſe that ſaw him ; yer there mult be an 
Evidence ſufficient ro induce them to believe 
that did not ſee , and to render them inexcu- 
ſable that believe not ; which ſhould be the 
Subjett of the next General, viz; 

3. That it is a ſufficient Proof of Chriſt's? 
Reſurrection, and a ſufficient reaſon for our 
belief of it, That he was thus openly ſhewn 
to ſuch Witneſfles, though not to all che People. 
There was an abſolute neceſſity for the Proof 
of Chriſt's Reſurrection that he ſhould ap- 
pear plainly and vihbly to ſome ; and tro whom 
ſooner than to thoſe that had been before con- 
verſant with him, and were choſen by God 
Himſelf to be the Witnelles of it 2 Burt when 
this was done, and they were ſufficiently em- 
powred to teſtify of it, there was no neceſlity 
that the ſame Evidence ſhould be given to 
others chat was given to them, for the reaſons 
before laid down : Where I have already pre- 
vented my felt; ſo that I need not further to 
inlarge upon this Argument. 

And fo I ſhall proceed to the 4th General, 
which 1s, | 

G2 4. To 


—_—_— 
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4. To conſider the Teſtimony which is gi- 
ven by Chriſts Reſurretion ro the Doctrine = 
Taught by the choſen Witneſſes ; and thar is 
Chriſt's being ordained by God to be the Judge 
of Quick and Dead. 

In which there are theſe Four Things to be 
conſidered : 

1. That there is a Time of Reckoning, and 


*a Judgment to Come, when all men ſhal! 


give an account of themſelves ro God, and be 
determined to Happineſs or Miſery, according 
to what they have done in this Life. 

2. That Chriſt is ordained to be at that 
Time, the Judge of Quick and Dead. 

3. Thar this is as certain ſo to be, as that 
God raiſed up Chriſt from the Dead, 
| 4+ Thar this is a Doctrine of ſuch impor- 
tance and univerſal concernment to all Man- 
kind , that it is to be preached to all the Peo- 


ple. 


1. That there is a Judgment to come. 

This World is a ſtate of Trial, where every 
perſon has a Work to Do, an Office co Dil- 
charge, a Talent to Improve, and a Time 
for it. But the time of reckoning, when a 
Perſon is to give an account of his Steward- 
ſhip, is reſerved to another Lite. 


And 


before the Lo RD-MayYoR, &c. 17 


And indeed the nature of this ſtate will not 

admit that ir ſhould be otherwiſe , and that 
erſons here ſhould receive their finall Doom. {| 

For here God rules in an ordinary way by the 
Miniſtry of Men, and under theſe circumſtan- 

ces it is not poſſible to lay Judgment to the Line, 
and Righteouſneſs to the Plummet , and to bring 
all things to a right and unerring determina- 
tion. 

For men can judge only according to outward 
appearance, and cannot underſtand whar are the 
ſecrer and original Springs of Action, which 
often are lodged very deep , and yet which 
muſt be known, if we would paſs an impar- 
tial Judgment. 

Again ; There are Actions of the Hearr, 
which betray not themſelves by any External Y 
Signs and Indications, and ſo are only know- 
able to God the ſearcher of the Heart. 

Again , There are even ſome Excernal Acti- 
ons that a perſon is himſelf only privy to ; 
as ſecret Injuſtice on one fide, and private 
Charity on the other, when the left hand knows 
not what the right hand doth. Maet* 

Again ; There are many Acts Good or Evil, GH 
which the Laws of men have no regard to, 
as Gratitude and Ingratitude , that are highly 

come 
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commendable or injurious ; and yet no Hu- 
man Authority doth oblige to the Virtue , nor 
puniſh the want of it. 

Again , Men are very partial, apt to be 
byafled by Enmity , Envy , Intereſt , Fear or 
Flactery, or Prejudice on one fide to the worle, 
or by prepolleſſion from AﬀeCtion and lntereſt 
ro the other. 

And therefore there needs a Higher Tribunal, 
where Univerſal wa & Unlimited Power, 
Impartial Adminiſtration bear ſway : Where all 
things ſhall be finally decided, all caſes fully 
reſolved and determined, according to the Me- 
rits of them. 

This then the preſent ſtate of things in the 
World doth ſhew : This the Conſciences of men 
dopreſage : This the Scripture every where incul- 
cates: T his will be a Judgment exact and impar- 
tial, final, and irreverſible. A Confideration of 
mighty force : So. Solomon thought ir, when he con- 
cludes his Advice with it, Eccl.1 2.13. Let us hear 
the concluſion of the whole matter, Fear God and keep 
his Commandments----for God ſhall bring every work 
into Judgment, with every ſecret thing , whether it 
be 200d, or whether it be evil. 

So thought St. Paul,z Cor.5.9,10. We labour, 
that whethcr preſent or abſent » we may be accepted 


0 


N before the Lox D- Mav os, &c. TH 


of him. For we muſt all appear before the Judgment- 


ſeat of Chriſt---v. 11. Knows therefore the Terror 
of the Lord, we perſuade men. And ſurely this 
will perſuade men, or nothing will : "This will 
perſuade, if they are to be perſuaded. The 
Rich Man thought ſo, when he concluded, That 
it Lazarus role from the Dead , and went to 
his Five Brethren , and teſtified unto them con- 
cerning a Place of Torment, they would re- 

ent. And ſurely if this Do&trine was as much 
believed, and as well conſidered as it is of im- 
me, ir would quicken the Slothful, awa- 

en the Drowly and Negligent, reform the Per- 
verſe, and conquer the Obſtinate. If they did 
bur after this manner refle&t upon themſelves : 
Is the Time coming , when whatſoever a 
man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap ? when all that 
I have done, ſaid or thought, ſhall be brought 
into Examination ?. Are all thele things wrote 
down in a Book of Remembrance 2 What a 
condition then am I in, to appear before ſuch a 
Judge, and ſuch a Tribunal ? If I know ſo 
much by my ſelf, who have kept no ſuch Book, 
taken no ſuch punctual account of my elf, 
and yer know ſo much as) to condemn 
my elf, and ftand condemned by my 


own Heart; what ſhall 1 ſay or chink, when 
God 


Gal. 6.7. 
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God is greater than my heart , and knoweth all 
things * 

May we not juſtly cry out with the Pſalmiſt, 
Enter not mto judgment with thy Servant, 0 
Lord! for in thy ſight ſhall no fleſh living be juſti- 


And again, If thou, Lord, ſhouldeſt mark miqui- 
tres : O Lord, who ſhall ſtand * but there is forgive- 
neſs with him; and that is teſtified by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and confirmed by God's railing him 
from the Dead, who was a Propitiation for our 
Sins. Which brings me to the ſecond. 

2. That Chriit is ordained to be, ar that 
Time, the Judge of Quick and Dead. 

So we read John 5. 22, That the Father hath 
committed all judgment to the Son ; and v. 28, 
29. The time is commg, when all that are m the 


grave ſhall hear his voice, and come forth ; and 


ſhall ftand before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt : That 
God. ſhall judge the ſecrets of men by him. 

' Matter indeed of juſt Terror to the Wicked, 
That he is then to be the Judge, who thought 
nothing too dear to purchaſe their Redemprion, 
bur freely parted with his own Lite for it. How 
mult thoſe ſtand Speechlels, and be Inexculable, 
When the Lord ſhall be revealed from Heaven with 
his mighty Angels, m flaming fire , taking venge- 


ance 
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ance on them that know not God, and that obey not 2 Thell. 
the goſpel of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Tr Bu 
Bur on the other fide, What Comfort will 
this adminiſter to all True Believers, That He 
is to be the Judge, who took part of the ſame yeh, z, 
with them, and laid down his Life for them ? 14- 
To lee him whom they have believed in as their 
Saviour, loved and obeyed as their Lord! To 
ſee him whom they have longed to ſee! Whar 
Joy will it then be to ſuch! What Comfort will 
ſpring up in their Minds, When the Lord Jeſus 2 Theſl. 
vall come to be glorified in his ſaints, and to be * 
admired of all them that believe in that day ! 
3- There is the certainty of this ; As certainly 
is there a Judgment to come, and as certainly 
ſhall Chriſt then be the Judge, as he himlelf roſe 
from the Dead. 
Thus the Apoſtle improves it; A&s 17. 31. 
God hath appointed a Day, in which he will judge 
the world in righteouſneſs, by that man whom he hath 
ordained , and of which he hath given aſſurance to 
all men, m that he hath raiſed him from the dead. 
That indeed is an undeniable Teſtimony for 
whatever it is to prove, So it was thought 
by that miſerable Perſon in Hell, Luke 16. 30. 
who ſaid of his Five Brethren, If one went from 


the dead, they will repent. . That is, There is no 
D Eva- 
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Evaſion , it is Evidence not to be gainſaid. 


— 


Bur here is one-riſen from the Dead, that has 
brought Life and Immortality to Light. And then 
how inexcuſable mult they bethat diſregard ſuch 
a Teſtimony, or the matter it bears Teſtimony 
to? Let him come down from the creſs, lay the in- 
credulous Jews , and we will believe. Burt here 
is one come from the Dead, and what can 
be ſaid then, if they believe not ? 

4. The Doctrine of a Future Judgment, be- 


ing a Point of great importance to all, is to be 


preached unto the People. This is the Uſe 
St. Paul makes of it , knowing the terror of the 
Lord, [That we muſt all appear before the judg- 
ment-ſeat of Chriſt | we perſuade men. | 
And ſurely there is no matter of greater Ter- 
ror, no Argument of greater Force and Perſua- 
ſion, and 1o none more to be uſed, and re- 
peated , and inliſted upon by the Teacher ; 
none. more fit to be conſidered by the People, 
both as te the Conſequence of it, and the Neg- 
ligence of Mankind, in the Conſideration of 
it. What an Influence would this Doctrine of 
a Judgment. ro. come have upon us, it firmly 
believed, duly pondered, and frequently thought 
upon ? If it: was but taken into ſerious Conſi- 
deration in the beginning of the Day, and re- 
g flected 


mes 
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fected upon in the cloſe of it, what Evil would 
ic prevent? And what Good would it yo us 
upon and promote ? It the Thoughts of it did 
but intervene in the Spaces of our Bulineſs, 
how juſt and exact would it make us in our 
Dealings? How obſervant of our Words and 
Behaviour? How would it oblige us to im- 
prove our Time, and to lay out our Talents to 
che belt Advantage. 
And yet, though this be one of the moſtim- 
portant Subjects we can think upon,and the moſt 
neceſlary to have frequently in our Thoughts ; 
( though this be an Article we all profels to 
believe., how little is it in ,our. Minds ? 
How little Influence has it- upon us 5 when.,we 
think, and ſpeak, and act for the moſt part'as 
if all were ſhur up with the Day, and no'more 
to be zeveated than the Day it (elf. * FECL 
Confidering which (the Importance gf the 
Subject, and the Incogitancy of Mankind) it 1$—, 
therefore neceſſary thatirſhould be often preach= 
ed unto the People : That it ſhould be preſſed 
upon them with theuemoſt Forcez and it. poſli- 
ble be of as much Efficacy as it is of Wuthori- 
ty and Conſequence. . lr is God that. requires ic 
of the Teacher ; for, faich the Apoſtle here, He 
commanded us to preach unto the people; and to 
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teſtifie, That it is he who was ordained of God to be 
the judge of quick and dead. 

It was the Conſideration of this, without 
Doubt, amongſt other things,that has in all Ages 
ſtirred up Pious and Well-diſpoſed Perſons to do 
Good to others ; andro make the beſt Improve- 
ment of the Stock given to them by God the 
Prime Donor and Benefactor : Of which we 
have memorable Examples; and of the 
Fruits of which Charity and Benevolence , 
take 


A True Report of the great Number of poor Chil- 


dren, -and other poor People maintained in the ſeve- 
ral Hoſpitals , under the Pious Care of the Lord- 
Mayor, Commonalty and Citizens of London, the 
Year paſt.- & of 


calyY's T'-HoOSPETAL. 


Hildren put forth Apprentices and Diſcharged, 97. Four 
(} whereof being inſtrufted in the Mathematicks and 
Navigation, are already placed out ; and 6 others qualified > 97 
for ir, out of the Mathematical School, Founded by King 
Charles 17. - oo mm — 
Children Buried ——— - — 
Children Remaining in the Houſe and at Nurſe- 
The Stated and certain Revenue amounts to little more 
than a moiety of the neceſſary Charge. 


3 
680 


St. BAR- 


before the Lo rp-Mayor, &c. 25 


EP. 


St. BARTHOLOMEW'HOSPITAL. 
Cured and Diſcharged of Wounded , Sick and — 997 


Soldiers, Seamen, and other Diſeaſed Perſons 
p 


4 Buried —_ Eee eee em. I42 


Remaming under Cure —— —— m—_— c_s 3 C7 
St THOM AS's-HOSPITAL. 
Cured and Diſcharged of Wounded , Sick and Maimed 2686 


J—_—_— 


Soldiers, Seamen, and other Diſeaſed Perſons — _ 


The Revenue much leſs than will defray the Charge. 


Buried - —m— 
Remaining under Cure — 


BRIDEWEL L-HOSPITAL. 


} Received into it Vagrants, and other Indigent and Miſcra- 

ble People (many whereof were relieved with Clothing, 8c.) 
Maintained and brought up im divers Trades at I 

97 


Charge of the ſaid Heſpital- c—_— 
BETHLEHEM-HOSPITAL. 
Brought into it Diſtrafted Men and Women the laſt 


NE ——_—— 


Cured and Diſcharged —— ——— > <— T 
Remaining wander Cure- ooo omnnne oermnmmance PS 12 


* The Revenue deth not amount to one half of the Yearly 
Expences. - 


In this Report I have now laid before you 
ſuch Noble Inſtances of Chriſtian Charity, as 
ſcarcely any City of the whole World can 


. 


| paralle]; and that, whether we conlider the 
{everal 


— 
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ſeveral uſeful Ends for which thoſe Charities 
were beſtowed, and t'::fe Places endowed ; 
or the Faithfulneſls of :he Governours con- 
cerned in the Adminiſtration. Ir is above an 
Hundred Years ago (as has been, [I perceive, 
before obſerved to this Congregatioa) when 
the Members of our Church did publickly, 
in the. Face of the World, challenge the 
oreat Pretenders to ſuch Charities ( I mean 
thole of the Churh of Rome) to compare 
with them. T forbid the beſt of them , faith 
one of the great Men of that Age , upgn 
this very Cccalion , to ſhew me 11 Rhemes 
or Rome ſuch a Shew as we have ſeen the/e 
Tawo Days | He Preached on the Wedneſday 
in Eqſter-Week. | He gocs on, I will be 
able to prove, T hat Learums?, in the Foun- 
dation bf Schools ; the Poor, m Foundation of 
Alms- Houſes, have received greater” Help, with- 
m theſe Forty Nears, than it hath in any Chri- 
ſtian Realm , not only within the ſelf-ſame For- 
ty Wears, but alſo than it hath in any Forty 
Years upwards, during all the Time of Po- 
ry. | 
And if fo, What a wonderful Increaſe has 
been ſince made, and that within the laſt Forcy 
Years, notwitſtanding the vaſt Devaltations of 

a Civil 


io 6.63. 2 
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a Civil War, and of a devouring Fire z . any. one 


that will take the Pains.to compare the Stage, of, 
the City alone, as it was then, and as it is 
now, may lee. 

And I amifure there is not a greater Increaſe 
in the Revenue. than there is an Improvement 
of the Adminiſtration. Let us bur Review the 


Particulars. 
1. As to the Orphans; What a Number is 


there > What Care is there taken in their Edu-- 


cation ? Firſt in their Nurſeries, which of late 


they have creed ; and by a kind of ..Colle- 
ra Infticurion, kept thoſe Younglings from 
being:reached by thoſe T'emprations, which in 
promiſcuous: Company, of | other Children they 
were before liable'ro be perverted by, 

And when tranſplanted hither, into a riper 
Soyl, how are they immediately diſpoſed of ro. 
the beſt Advantage, according to their Capaci- 
ties, upon-due T'ryal and Obſervation ? ,, __ 

There is nothing wanting' to. furniſh them, 
with Learning, it their Inclination zend chat 
way ;z or if they are otherwiſe diſpoſed by their 
- Genius, there are other Maſters for Writing, and 
Accounts, Mathematicks, Navigation; Trade. 
by Land or Sea. So that thexe is, an Educa- 
tion that will make them uſeful Members of a 


Com- 
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Commonwealth ; and an Education which an 
one would be ambitious of ; and others that are 
able, elſewhere, pay liberally for. 

Bur there is one thing not to be forgotten, 
and that is, The Pains that is taken co train 
them up in Virtue and Piery : So that not- 
withſtanding the grear Number of Youth to- 
gether, there is not more Care taken of the 
Cleanlineſs of the Place and Apparel,the Whole- 
ſomneſs of the Diet, than of their Morals and 
Virtue, and their Inſtruction in the Principles 
of Religion. 

The next thing that comes in our View, is 
the Care of the Sick and the Maimed ; 
who can take little or no Care of themſelves, 


and are here liberally provided for. And ſo are 


they that cannot ſo much as crave help, or know 
that they ſtand in need of it ; I mean the Lu- 
natick; and even the perverſe and obſtinate, are 
not neglected. Let us go through all the Mi- 
ſeries of Mankind , and all ſtates of men un- 
der them , and there is ſcarcely any bur 
what have found careful and liberal BenefaQors, 


So that I know nothing wanting to com- 
pleat it, bur ſome further care of the Priſons, and 
a repreſſing of thoſe numbers of vagrant Beg- 


gars, that are the burthen of the Kingdom, 
and 


— 
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and the-reproach of it. All the refle&tion''I ſhall 
make of this, ſhall be from the fore-cited Author, 
Methinks, (aith he, It is ſtrange that the exiled Chur- 
cbes of ſtrangers which are harboured bere with us, 
ſhall be able in this kind to do ſuch good, as 
not one of their poor is to be ſeen to ask, about 
the ftreets , and this City the harbourer and maine 
tainer of them, ſhould not be able to do the ſame 
00d. 
Bur my Buſineſs is not ſo much to cele- 
brate the praiſes of ſuch as have been Cha- 
ritable and Bountiful in this way, though they 
deſerve to be had in Everlaſting remembrance 
for it; as it 1s to p 
ration of the like Pious and Charitable Minds ; 
which God be thanked other Ages , and even 
this, is not wanting in. But however, there 
is room enough for others to follow ; ;and 
1 am ſorry for making fuch an Obſervation 
upon the whole, as will -not only. make it 
very commendable, but a neceſlary Work ; 
and to ſpeak Chriſtianly , a, Duty, wo, ſuch 
whom God hath prolpered . in- luch,/a,plen- 
tiful .-manner , as they. may be capable of 


IC, 


And this is ſo much the more capable of en« 
forcement, that in all, the Expence is much be- 


yond 


- 
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rovoke others to' an; 1mi- 
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if notabove, a Moiety beyond i it, 
And hat can be the iflue. of this, but aug- 


' mentins " their Debt, -or that ot hers by cheir 


Joh. 14- 


Benefivtions ſhould prevent it 2 

What: remains therefore, but that choſe thar 
2re not under thoſe neceſſities, {ſhould conſider 
che caſo ot thoſe thar are > 

Let thoſe who have had Parents to provide for 
them - or \'who have 'been by 'the Wonderful 
Providenes of 'God, -notwithſtanding their want 
of -it.,. raisd 'in the World to plentiful 
Eſtates, ſhew their chankfulneſs to God- by a 
cate! ob. thoſe that are Daguous and Conifort- 
fant 
Let fach as We choir Healch and Limbs, 
and 1o. can enjoy'-the Eſtate God has bleſſed 
chem with, conſider 'thoſe that want Health and 
Riches , nay the Neceſliies'of Life to ſupport 
chem uiider thoſe Infirmities. 

Let'thoſe- that have the uſe of their Senſes, 
and thar have not had occaſtion'to burthen, or 
lay”t60" hewvy a load upon their Minds ;/ or if 
they have, ye have not' been preſſed beyond 
meaſure , remember whar a Bleſſing they enjoy 
by che uſe of |thar-Reafon which others do wanc, 
and are deprived of. 

i Let 
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Let thoſe that have not by neceſſiries, or orficr _ 
occaſions, been expoſed ro the Temprations of 
Vagrancy and Diflolute Courſes, have ſome 
compaſſion for thoſe that have, and contribute 
toward the. pulling: of ſuch out of the Fire. 

Indeed if every one did but make the cale of 
others their own ; every one that can , would 
be more or leſs a Benefactor to ſuch Foundations 
as theſe are. 

And this Argument-would be improv'd, if we 
conſider d , Thar all we have is Finnie Gift, 
and we are but Stewards and Diſpenſers of it ; 
it being for a time depoſited in our hands for ſe- 


veral Excellent-Ends and /Ulſes ; and thar we are 


all accountable another Day to God the Supreme 
Lord and Donor, -and indeed Proprietor of-all. 
And thus our Saviour repreſents it, -Matt. 25, 
(T3, UC: = A 
When the Son of man ſhall come im his glory, 
and all the Holy Angels with him , | then ſhall be fit 
pon the Throne of his Glory ; and before him ſhall 
be gathered all Nations---Then ſhall the King ſay 
unto them' on his right hand, Come ye bleſſed of my. 
Father, inherit the Kinzdom prepared for you from 
the Foundation of the World : For I'was an hiumgred, 
and ye gave me meat : 1 was thirſty, and ye gave. 
me drink: Twas a ſtranger, and ye took me in : na-- 
ked, and ye cloathed nie : Iwas ſick, and ye viſited me: : 


I was 
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Lwas in priſon, and y6 came unto me. He concludes, 
Tnaſmuch, as ye have done it 'unto one of the leaſt of 
theſe my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 

What greater encouragement,thanto have our 
Saviour himſelf a Debtor to us, when we are all 
ſo to Almighty God ! Whar greater than to have 
6 an Ecernal Reward for diſpenſing of that to 
others, which we our ſelves receive | What 
greater-than to be aſſured that the Son of Man 
Himſelf; when he ſhall come in his Glory, will 
be ready-to receive us,.. and that He will then 
ſay 'to us , Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit 
the Kingdom prepared for you ! 
I ſhall Conclude with that of, the Apoſtle, b 
who ſums up all as to our Duty and Encourage- 
ment : Charge them that are rich- in 'this world, , 
« Tim. that they be not high-minded, nor truſt m uncertain 
6. 179, riches, but in the Living God, who giveth us richly 
18, 19- gl things to Enjoy : That they do Good , that 

' they. be rich, in g60d 'Works, ready to Diſtribute, 
willing to Communicate ; Laying up in ſtore for 
themſelves a. good foundation againſt the time to 
come, that they may lay hold on Eternal, Life. 

Which God, of his Infinite Mercy grant un- 
to us ,. through Jeſus 'Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. FINTIS. 
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